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Federal Court of Australia 

District Registry: Victoria 

Division: General  No: VID918/2018 

 

MATTHEW HALL 
Applicant 

 

PITCHER PARTNERS and others named in the schedule 

Respondent 

 

ORDER 
 

JUDGE: JUSTICE MIDDLETON 

DATE OF ORDER: 20 July 2021 

WHERE MADE: Melbourne 

 

THE COURT ORDERS THAT: 

 

1. Pursuant to ss 33X(1)(a) and 33Y(2) of the Federal Court of Australia Act 1976 (Cth) 

(Act), the form and content of the notices set out in Annexures A and B be approved, 

namely: 

(a) Annexure A, being the “Opt Out Notice”; and 

(b) Annexure B, being the “Advertisement.” 

2. Pursuant to ss 33X(1)(a) and 33Y(3) of the Act, the Opt Out Notice is to be given to 

group members on or before 28 July 2021 (Notice Date) according to the following 

procedures: 

(a) The solicitors for Mr Hall will cause a copy of the Opt Out Notice, together 

with copies of the Statement of Claim and Defence and these orders to be 

displayed in downloadable form on the website maintained by them in relation 

to these proceedings, https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-

actions/current-class-actions/slater-and-gordon-shareholder-class-action/, 

continuously until the date specified in order 4 below (Opt Out Date);  

(b) The solicitors for Mr Hall will cause the Opt Out Notice to be sent to each 

person who has registered their contact details with Mr Hall’s solicitors, such 
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Opt Out Notices to be sent by email where an email address is available, or 

failing that by ordinary mail;  

(c) The solicitors for Mr Hall will make the Opt Out Notice available for 

inspection at each of the solicitors’ offices throughout Australia continuously 

until the Opt Out Date; 

(d) The District Registrar of the Victorian District Registry of the Federal Court of 

Australia shall cause the Opt Out Notice to be posted on the Federal Court of 

Australia website, https://www.fedcourt.gov.au/law-and-practice/class-

actions/classactions, and made available for inspection at the District Registry 

of the Federal Court of Australia in Melbourne, Sydney, Canberra, Brisbane, 

Adelaide, Perth, Hobart and Darwin, continuously up to and including the Opt 

Out Date. 

(e) The solicitors for Mr Hall will cause the Advertisement to be published once 

in one weekday edition of the Australian Financial Review by the Notice Date. 

3. Pursuant to s 33J(1) of the Act, the day 6 weeks after the Notice Date, being 

8 September 2021 (Opt Out Date) be fixed as the date by which group members may 

opt out of this proceeding.   

4. Pursuant to sections 33J and 33ZF of the Act: 

(a) By 28 July 2021, the Applicant shall publish an online form that shall be 

capable of securely recording: 

(i) the name of and contact information for each group member who 

wishes to opt out of this proceeding;   

(ii) the consent of each such group member to opt out of the proceeding by  

way of electronic signature of the group member or their authorised 

agent (which may be a signature in the form of a typed name). 

(b) Any group member who wishes to opt out of this proceeding must, before the 

Opt Out Date, complete and submit (personally or through an authorised 

agent) the online form referred to at (a) above and provide an electronic 

signature (which may be a signature in the form of a typed name), which will 

be accepted as proof of the Group member’s intention to opt out of this 
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proceeding. 

(c) By 15 September 2021, the Applicant’s solicitors will cause to be filed and 

served on the Respondents a document recording all information submitted by 

group members who have completed the online opt-out form and executed the 

electronic verification checkbox. Such document will be deemed to constitute 

written notice submitted by each group member whose name appears on the 

document for the purposes of s 33J(2) of the Act. 

(d) Information submitted to the form referred to in (a) above shall be retained and 

used solely for the purpose of this Proceeding. 

(e) Pursuant to Rule 1.34 of the Federal Court Rules 2011, compliance with Rule 

9.34 is dispensed with to the extent necessary to effect paragraphs (b) and (c) 

above.   

5. The costs of, and incidental to, the procedure set out in Orders 2 and 4 above are to be 

paid by Mr Hall, and such costs will be costs in the cause. For the avoidance of doubt, 

addressing inquiries by group members and members of the public in relation to the 

Opt Out Notice and / or the Advertisement is work that is incidental to Order 2 and 4 

above;  

6. If, on or before the Opt Out Date, the solicitors for any party receives a notice 

purporting to be an Opt Out Notice referable to this proceeding, the solicitors must 

file a copy of the Opt Out Notice with the Federal Court of Australia, Victorian 

District Registry, within seven (7) days after receiving it, and the Notice shall be 

treated as an Opt Out Notice received by the Court at the time it was received by the 

solicitors. 

7. The solicitors for the parties be granted leave to inspect the Court file from time to 

time and to copy any Opt Out Notices filed. 

 

Date that entry is stamped:  20 July 2021 
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- 9 - 

 

Prepared in the Victoria District Registry, Federal Court of Australia 

Level 7, Owen Dixon Law Courts, 305 William Street, Telephone 03 8600 3333 

 

Schedule 

 

No: VID918/2018 

Federal Court of Australia 

District Registry: Victoria 

Division: General 

 

Second Respondent ERNST & YOUNG LLP 

 

First Cross Respondent SLATER & GORDON LTD 

Second Cross Respondent ANDREW ALEXANDER GRECH 

Third Cross Respondent KENNETH JOHN FOWLIE 

Fourth Cross Respondent IAN ROBERT COURT 

Fifth Cross Respondent RAYMOND JOHN SKIPPEN 

Sixth Cross Respondent ERICA MAREE LANE 

Seventh Cross Respondent RHONDA O'DONNELL 

Eighth Cross Respondent WAYNE BROWN 

Ninth Cross Respondent ERNST & YOUNG LLP 

 


