
 

 

 

 

OPT OUT NOTICE 

FEDERAL COURT OF AUSTRALIA 

 

UNLAWFUL DETENTION OF PEOPLE SEEKING ASYLUM CLASS ACTION 

DBE17 (by his litigation guardian Marie Theresa Arthur) v the Commonwealth of Australia 

(VID1392 of 2019) 

 

ATTENTION: 

YOU SHOULD READ THIS NOTICE CAREFULLY. 

A COURT CASE HAS BEEN STARTED FOR YOU AND OTHER PEOPLE ABOUT YOUR 

TIME IN IMMIGRATION DETENTION IF YOU WERE DETAINED IN AUSTRALIA FOR 2 OR 

MORE WORKING DAYS BETWEEN 27 AUGUST 2011 AND 25 FEBRUARY 2020. 

THE COURT HAS ORDERED THAT WE SEND YOU THIS INFORMATION BECAUSE YOU 

NEED TO DECIDE WHETHER YOU WANT TO STAY IN THE CASE. 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTION ABOUT THIS NOTICE YOU SHOULD GET LEGAL ADVICE. 

YOU SHOULD NOT CONTACT THE COURT.  

If you do not read English, this Notice is available in other languages on the following website 

under “Unlawful detention of people seeking asylum class action”: 

https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-detention-

of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/. You can also request a copy of the Notice in your 

language by contacting Maurice Blackburn Lawyers on 1800 930 956 or email 

asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au 
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Arabic - العربية  

إذا كنت ال تقرأ اإلنجليزية فإن هذا االشعار متوافر بلغات أخرى من خالل موقع الشبكة التالي تحت خانة 
 -“:                  الُمقاضاة الُجماعية بشأن اإلعتقال غير القانوني لطالبي اللجوء”
-of-detention-actions/unlawful-class-actions/current-https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class

action/-class-asylum-seeking-peopleفيًا . كما يمكنك أن تطلب نسخة من اإلشعار بلغتك عبر اإلتصال هات
 أو بالبريد اإللكتروني: 1800 930 956 بمكتب موريس بالكبيرن للُمحاماة على الرقم

uasylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.a 
  

 

 
Bangla (Bengali) - বাাংলা 

যদি এই দবজ্ঞদির বযাপারর আপনার প্রশ্ন থারে তরব এই আিালরতর সদিত যযাগারযাগ না েদরয়া আইনী সিায়তা দনন।  

যদি আপদন ইাংররজী পদিরত অক্ষম, তরব এই দবজ্ঞদি অনযানয ভাষায় দনম্নদলদিত ওরয়ব সাইরে দলদপবদ্ধ আরে: 

https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-

detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/। আপদন আপনার ভাষায় অনুবাদিত এই দবজ্ঞদির েদপর জনয মদরস 

ব্ল্যােবানন লইয়াসন (Maurice Blackburn Lawyers) এর োরে  ১৮০০ ৯৩০ ৯৫৬ (1800 930 956) নম্বরর বা ইরমল 

asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au এ যযাগারযাগ েদররত পাররন।  

 

 

Burmese - မြနြ်ာစကာား 

သင ်အင်္ဂလပ်ိစာကိို ြဖတတ်တလ်ျှင ်အမ ာား ဘာသာစာမဖင  ်နိို  တစစ်ာကိို အအာကပ်ါ ဝကဘ်ဆ်ိိုကရ် ိ “ ိိုလ ှုံ ငွ  ်

အတာငာ်း ှုံအနသည လ်ြူ ာားအာား တရာားြဝင ်ထနိာ်းသြိ်ား  ျုပ်အန ာငမ် ငာ်းဆိိုငရ်ာ လထူိုလတူနာ်းစာားအလိိုက် တရာားစွွဲဆိိုြ ” 

အ ါငာ်းစဥ်အအာကတ်ငွ ်ရရ ိနိိုငပ်ါသည။် https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-

class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/. သငသ်ည ်Maurice 

Blackburn Lawyers အရ ှေ့အနရှုံို ားအာား ဖိုနာ်း 1800 930 956 မဖင  ်သိို  ြဟိုတ ်အ ားအြားလ ်

asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au မဖင  ်ဆကသ်ယွမ် ငာ်းအာားမဖင လ်ညာ်း 

သင ဘ်ာသာစာမဖင  ်နိို  တစစ်ာ ြိတတ ူတစအ်စာငက်ိို အတာငာ်းဆိိုနိိုငပ်ါသည။် 

 

 

Dari - دری 

 محکمه برایتان ارسال می نمائيم.  

 با محکمه به تماس شوید. نبايداگر سوالی راجع به این اعالنيه دارید، باید مشوره حقوقی دریافت نمائيد. شما 

اگر زبان انگليسی را خوانده نمی توانيد ، این اعالنيه به زبان های دیگر در ویب سایت ذیل، منحيث"دعوی قضایی گروپی 

  غيرقانونی اشخاصی که درخواست پناهندگی نموده اند" موجود می باشد:توقيف 

 -of-detention-actions/unlawful-class-ons/currentacti-https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class

  action/-class-asylum-seeking-people  شما می توانيد با تماس با دفتر وکالی مدافعMaurice Blackburn  به

  asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.auیا ارسال ایميل به آدرس  956 930 1800نمبر 

 درخواست نمائيد تا یک کوپی از این اعالنيه برایتان ارسال گردد.
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French - François 

Si vous ne lisez pas l'anglais, cet avis est disponible dans d'autres langues sur le site web suivant 

sous « Recours collectif concernant la détention illégale de personnes demandant l'asile »: 

https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-

people-seeking-asylum-class-action/. Vous pouvez également demander une copie de l'avis dans 

votre langue en contactant Maurice Blackburn Lawyers au 1800 930 956 ou par 

courrielasylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au 

 

 
Hazaragi -هزارگی  

انترنيتی زیر، ده نام " دعوای حقوقی از طرف پناهجویانی که اوناره به اگر شمو انگليسی خنده نميتنيد، ای اعالن ده زبانهای دیگه ده سایت 

https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class- طور غير قانونی ده کمپ بازداشت کده" ده دسترس استه.

 action/-class-asylum-seeking-people-of-detention-actions/unlawful-class-actions/current 

شمو همچنان می تنيد که يک کوپی ازی اعالن ره ده زبان خود خو از دفتر وکالتی موريس بلک بورن در شماره تيلفون 

 درخواست کنيد. asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.auو يا ايميل آدرس 1800 930  956

 

 

Hindi - हिन्दी 

यदद इस नोटिस के बारे में आपके कोई सवाल िैं तो आपको कानूनी सलाि लनेी चाहिए। आपको अदालत से सपंकक  निीं करना 

चाहिए। 

यदद आप अंग्रज़ेी पढ़ने में योग्य निीं िैं, तो यि नोटिस हनम्नहलहित वेबसाइि पर “Unlawful detention of people seeking 

asylum class action (असाइल्म की मांग करने वाले लोगों की गैर-कानूनी नज़रबदंी का क्लास एक्शन” के तित अन्य भाषाओं 

में उपलब्ध ि:ै  https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-

detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/. आप Maurice Blackburn Lawyers को 1800 930 956 पर 

फोन करके या asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au पर ई-मेल करके भी अपनी भाषा में नोटिस की 

प्रहत प्राप्त करने का हनवेदन कर सकते/सकती िैं।  

 

 
Indonesian - Bahasa Indonesia 

Jika Anda tidak mengerti bahasa Inggris, Pemberitahuan ini tersedia dalam bahasa-bahasa lain di 

situs web berikut ini di bawah judul “Penahanan tidak sah atas gugata perwakilan kelompok orang 

yang mencari suaka”: https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-

actions/unlawful-detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/. Anda juga dapat meminta agar 

salinan Pemberitahuan ini diberikan dalam bahasa Anda dengan menghubungi Maurice Blackburn 

Lawyers di nomor 1800 930 956 atau email asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au 

 

 

Kurdish Kurmanji - Kurdî Kurmancî 

Heke hûn Îngilîzî nexwînin, ev agahdarî dê bi zimanên din li ser malpera jêrîn di bin sernavê 

"Binçavkirina neqanûnî ya kesên penaxwaziyê  dixwaz dikin": 

https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-

people-seeking-asylum-class-action/. Her weha hûn dikarin kopîyekê bi zimanê xwe bi rêya parêzerê 

xwe  bi zimanê xwe ji Maurice Blackburn Lawyers li ser 1800 930 956 yan îmeyle  

asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au bike. 
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Malay - Bahasa Melayu 

Jika anda tidak boleh membaca bahasa Inggeris, Notis ini tersedia dalam bahasa lain di laman 

web berikut di bawah "Penahanan tidak sah orang yang mendapatkan tindakan kelas suaka": 

https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-

people-seeking-asylum-class-action/. Anda juga boleh meminta salinan Notis dalam bahasa anda 

dengan menghubungi Peguam Maurice Blackburn di 1800 930 956 atau e-mel 

asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au 

 

 

Nepali - नेपाली 

यदि तपाईंसँग यस सूचनाको बारेमा कुनै प्रश्न छ भने तपाईंले कानुनी सल्लाह दलनु पछछ । तपाईंले अिालतमा सम्पकछ  गरे्न 

होइर्न ।  

यदि तपाईं अंगे्रजी पढ्नुहुन्न भने, यो सूचना दनम्न वेबसाइटमा अन्य भाषाहरूमा "शरणार्थी वगीय कायछवाही  खोजे्न 

मादनसहरूको अवैधादनक दहरासत (Unlawful detention of people seeking asylum class action)" अन्तगछत 

उपलब्ध छ: https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-

detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/ । तपाईं Maurice Blackburn Lawyers लाई 

1800 930 956 नम्बरमा सम्पकछ  गरेर वा asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au मा ईमेल 

पठाएर पदन तपाईंको भाषामा सूचनाको प्रदतदलदपका लादग अनुरोध गनछ सकु्नहुन्छ। 

 

 
Pashto - پښتو  

توقيف په هکله د پناه غير قانوني “که تاسې انګليسي نشی لوستالی، دا خبرتيا په نورو ژبو کې هم شته ده چې په الندینۍ ویبپاڼه کې د 

 shttps://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/clas-تر عنوان الندې موجوده ده: ”غوښتونکو ټولييزه دعوی

 . action/-class-asylum-seeking-people-of-detention-actions/unlawful-class-actions/current 

تاسې همدارنګه کوالی شی چې ددغې خبرتيا یو نقل د موریس بلک برن د وکيالنو سره د اړیکې په نيولو سره ستاسې په ژبه کې ترالسه 

ايميل ادرس يې   او يا د 1800 930 956کړی چې د اړیکې شميره یې 

asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au .ده 

 

 

Persian (Farsi) - فارسی  

"دعوی قضایی گروهی بازداشت اگر به زبان انگليسی تسلط ندارید، این اطالعيه به زبان های دیگر در وب سایت زیر، تحت عنوان 

burn.com.au/classhttps://www.mauriceblack- غيرقانونی افرادی که تقاضای پناهندگی کرده اند" در دسترس است:

  action/-class-asylum-seeking-people-of-detention-actions/unlawful-class-actions/current شما می توانيد با تماس با

یا ارسال ایميل به آدرس  956 930 1800به شماره  Maurice Blackburnدفتر وکالی مدافع 

asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au  .بخواهيد تا یک نسخه از این اطالعيه برای شما ارسال گردد 

 

 

Rohingya - Ruáingga 

Zedice tuñi Ingílic ót fori nozanilé,ei websaíth ót zaí yara notis yan oínno zuban ót faíba yan ór 

tolé“Manúic sahara saddé itararé kanun ór bare bon raíkkilldé yan ór kelas akcion” 

https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-

people-seeking-asylum-class-action/ ekan tuáñar zuban ót aros gori fariba Maurice Balckburn 

Lawyers oré zuka zuk gori 1800 930 956 ibat ya email gori 

asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au. 

 

https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/
https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/
https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/
https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/
mailto:asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au
https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/
https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/
mailto:asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au
https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/
https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/
mailto:asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au
https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/
https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/
mailto:asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au


 

 

Sinhalese - සිංහල 

ඔබ ඉිංග්රීස යවන්නේ නේ තිනමත ,  ෙෙ දිනේවීෙ අ තකුත් භාෂා ්ලිනේ ලබාගතහියව පහත සඳහනේ   

"නීනමවි රෝධී් රඳ්ා තබා ගත සටිත පුද්ගලයිනේ විසනේ සරණාගත එකතු්ක්  ්නු ්නේ කරත නීනමෙන 

කටයුත්තකට ෙිදිහත්වීෙ" නට තහි ඇනම https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-

class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/ අනේතර් ජාලනට පිවි සනේත. 

එ සේෙ ඔබට  ෙෙ දිනේවී ෙහි ඔ ේ භාෂා ්නේ ඇනම  කොපිනක් දුරකථත අිංක 1800 930 956 කතාකර 

Maurice Blackburn Lawyers ස බනේධ කරගිනී ෙනේ   හෝ 

asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au ඊ  ල් කර  හෝ ඉල්ලා සටිනේත. 

 

 
Somali - af Soomaali 

Haddii aadan akhriyi karin Ingiriiska, Ogeysiiskaan waxaa lagu hellaa luqada kale websaytka soo 

socda waxayna ku hoos imanaysaa “sharci daro u xirida dad raadinaya magangelyo class action 

(class action-ka xirid aan sharci ahayn magangelyo): https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-

actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/.  Waxad 

kaloo codsan kartaa koobiga ogeysiinta oo afkaaga ku qoran adigoo kala xiriiraya garyaqaanada 

Maurice Blackburn 1800 930 956 ama email u dir 

asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au 

 

 

Tamil – தமிழ் 

நீங்கள் ஆங்கிலம் படிகக்வில்லல எனில், இநத் அறிவிப்பு பின்வரும் 

வலலதத்ளங்களில் “புகலிடம் ககோரும் நபரக்ளின் சடட்விகரோத 

தடுப்புகக்ோவலுகக்ோன ஒடட்ுமமோதத் வழகக்ு” என்பதன் கீழ் 

கிலடகக்ிறது https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-

actions/unlawful-detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/ 1800 930 956 என்ற 

எண்ணில் அல்லது asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au என்ற 

மின்னஞ்சலில்  மோரிஸ் பிளோகப்ரன்் வகக்ீல்கலளத ்மதோடரப்ுமகோள்வதன் 

மூலமோக உங்கள் மமோழியில் அறிவிப்பின் நகலலக ்ககோரலோம். 
 

 

Urdu - اردو 

 عنوان کے تحت دوسری زبانوں ميں دستياب ہے:اگر آپ انگلش نہيں پڑه سکتے تو یہ نوٹس مندرجہ ذیل ویب سائيٹ پر اس 

-.mauriceblackburn.com.au/classhttps://www e seeking asylum class action”:“Unlawful detention of peopl 
action/ -class-asylum-seeking-people-of-detention-actions/unlawful-class-actions/current 

 Maurice Blackburnپر  asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.auپر یا ای ميل   956 930 1800آپ فون نمبر
Lawyers سے رابطہ کر کے اپنی زبان ميں اس نوٹس کی ایک کاپی لينے کی درخواست بهی کر سکتے ہيں۔ 

 

 

Vietnamese - Tiếng Việt 

Nếu quý vị không đọc được tiếng Anh, có thể tìm được các phiên bản bằng ngôn ngữ khác của 

Thông báo này trong phần có tựa đề “Unlawful detention of people seeking asylum class action” 

trên trang mạng: https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-

actions/unlawful-detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/. Quý vị cũng có thể yêu cầu 

được gởi cho một phiên bản của Thông báo này bằng ngôn ngữ của quý vị bằng cách liên hệ với 

Maurice Blackburn Lawyers qua số 1800 930 956 hoặc qua điện thư đến địa chỉ 

asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au 

https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/
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1. Why am I getting this? 

This notice is about a court case that has been started by a person known as “DBE17”. For 

legal reasons we cannot use his real name. He is under the age of 18, so this case was started 

for him by his litigation guardian Marie Theresa Arthur.  

The case is in the Federal Court of Australia. It is against the Commonwealth of Australia (the 

“Australian Government”).  

DBE17 claims that he and other people (“group members”) who were in immigration detention 

in Australia between 27 August 2011 and 25 February 2020 were unlawfully detained by the 

Australian Government. You are getting this notice because you may have been in immigration 

detention in Australia between 27 August 2011 and 25 February 2020. You may therefore be 

a group member. 

2. The Australian Legal System 

Australia’s legal system allows a person (called an “applicant”) to start a court case for 

financial compensation against another person, or company or government (called a 

“respondent”) if the applicant believes he or she has suffered an injury or loss because of 

something that the respondent has done, and if there is a proper basis for the applicant’s 

claim(s) or complaint(s) against the respondent. 

All courts in Australia are independent of the parliament and members of parliament. The 

courts have clear rules for the procedures they follow. These include rules for preparing 

evidence and for applying legal principles to that evidence in order to decide the court case 

according to law. 

3. What is a class action? 

This court case is a “class action”. A class action is a court case that is started by one person 

(that is, the applicant) for a group of people (that is, the group members) against another 

person or entity (that is, the respondent). 

In a class action, the applicant and the group members have similar claims or complaints 

against the respondent.  

4. What is this class action about? 

In this class action, DBE17 says that detention of unlawful non-citizens by the Australian 

Government is lawful only if: 

1) The detention is at all times for the purposes of: 

a) removal from Australia, including removal to a regional processing country (in this 

case, Nauru or Papua New Guinea);  

b) receiving, investigating and deciding an application for a visa that would permit 

the unlawful non-citizen to enter and stay in Australia; or  

c) deciding whether to allow a valid application for a visa. 

2) The relevant purpose of detention is capable of fulfilment. 

3) The relevant purpose of detention is at all times pursued and carried out as soon as 

reasonably practicable.  

 

 

 



 

 

DBE17 claims that he and the group members were unlawfully detained by the Australian 

Government for one or both of the following reasons: 

a) DBE17 and those group members who arrived in Australia after 12 August 2012 and 

were required to be taken to Nauru or Papua New Guinea but were unlawfully 

detained  because either: 

i. the taking of those persons to those places was not reasonably practicable or 

capable of fulfilment; or 

ii. the persons were taken to those places but not as soon as reasonably 

practicable. 

b) The Australian Government took too long to decide whether to give DBE17 and group 

members a visa to remain in Australia. 

The Australian Government does not agree that DBE17 and group members were unlawfully 

detained and is defending the class action.  

5. Are you a group member? 

You are a group member if you: 

 were detained in immigration detention for more than two working days in any part or 

parts of Australia between 27 August 2011 and 25 February 2020. 

 were not detained because your Australian visa was cancelled. 

 did not, at any time after arriving in Australia, return voluntarily to your home country 

or any other country where you resided before coming to Australia. 

 were not at any time since 27 August 2011 removed from Australia to your home 

country or any other country where you resided and not returned to Australia; 

 were not detained because your visa expired and you stayed in Australia without a 

valid visa, unless you were later granted a protection visa; 

 did not receive, at any time, an adverse security assessment under the Australian 

Security Intelligence Organisation Act 1979 (Cth). 

If you are unsure whether or not you are a group member, you should contact Maurice 

Blackburn Lawyers on 1800 930 956 or email: 

asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au or seek your own legal advice without 

delay.   

6. I am a group member and I want to stay in the class action – what do I need to do? 

If you want to stay in the class action you do not need to do anything right now.  

However, you can register your contact details on Maurice Blackburn Lawyers’ website, the 

lawyers for DBE17, at https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-

actions/unlawful-detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/. This way any future 

notices about the class action can be sent to your preferred address, email or mobile 

number.  

 

mailto:asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au
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You will not have to pay any money now to stay in this class action: see more detail below 

at “8. Will I have to pay any money if I stay in the class action?” 

Staying in the class action will not impact any visa you may have. If you have questions about 

your visa you should contact a migration agent. 

If you stay in the class action, you will be “bound” by the result in the class action. This means 

you will have to accept the result and it will apply to you whether the class action wins or loses 

or settles.  

 

a) If the class action is successful, you may be entitled to a share of the judgment award 

or settlement amount. That is, you may get money.  

b) If the class action is unsuccessful or less successful than was hoped, you may get no 

or little money. However, you will not have to pay any money. 

Whether or not the class action is successful, if you stay in it, you will not be able to later start 

your own court case against the Australian Government for the same complaints of unlawful 

detention explained above at “3. What is this class action?” 

7. I am a group member but I don’t want to stay in the class action – what do I need to do? 

If you do not want to stay in the class action you need to tell the Federal Court of Australia. 

This is called “opting out”.  

If you opt out you will: 

 not get any money from this class action regardless of its result; 

 not be bound by the result of the class action and will be able, if you wanted to do so, to 

start your own court case about the same complaints of unlawful detention against the 

Australian Government, provided that you start the case within the legal time limits. 

If you want to bring your own court case against the Australian Government, you should get 

advice from a lawyer about your case and the applicable time limit before opting out. 

If you want to opt out, you must complete the opt out form at the end of this notice and 

email or post the form to: 

 

The Registrar  

Federal Court of Australia  

Victorian District Registry  

305 William Street  

Melbourne VIC 3000  

or  

vicreg@fedcourt.gov.au 

IMPORTANT:  

The opt out form must get to the Registrar by no later than 4 December 2020.  

If not, your opt out will not count and you will still be a group member of this class action. 

Each group member who wants to opt out should fill out a separate opt out form.  

  

8. Will I have to pay any money if I stay in the class action? 

You do not have to pay anything now to stay in the class action.  

mailto:vicreg@fedcourt.gov.au


 

 

Maurice Blackburn Lawyers are running this class action on a ‘conditional pro bono’ basis. This 

means that they will only be paid if the class action is successful.  

If the class action is successful, the money that Maurice Blackburn Lawyers will get for their 

legal services will be limited to the amount of money they can recover from the Australian 

Government or any other party. 

You may need to pay something at the end of the case if you need personal legal advice to 

finalise your own claim. You can engage Maurice Blackburn Lawyers or other lawyers to do 

that work for you.  You can get a copy of the terms on which Maurice Blackburn Lawyers are 

acting in the class action by contacting them.  

9. Where can you obtain copies of relevant documents? 

Copies of relevant documents, including the statement of claim, and the defence, may be 

obtained by:  

(a) downloading them from https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-

class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/; 

(b) inspecting them between 9am and 5pm at one of the offices of Maurice Blackburn 

Lawyers, contact details for which are available from www.mauriceblackburn.com.au or 

by calling 1800 930 956;  

(c) by contacting a District Registry of the Federal Court (contact details are available 

www.fedcourt.gov.au) and paying the appropriate inspection fee; or 

(d) inspecting them on the Federal Court website at https://www.fedcourt.gov.au/law-and-

practice/class-actions/class-actions. 

Please consider the above matters carefully.  If there is anything of which you are unsure, you 

should contact Maurice Blackburn Lawyers on 1800 930 956 or email 

asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au or seek your own legal advice.  You 

should not delay in making your decision. 

https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/
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ANNEXURE B 

Only use this form if you DO NOT want to remain part of the class action  

 
Form 21 
Rule 9.34 

 

OPT OUT NOTICE 

No. VID1392 of 2019 

Federal Court of Australia 

District Registry: Victoria 

Division: General 

 

DBE17 (by his Litigation Guardian Marie Theresa Arthur) 

Applicant 

 

The Commonwealth of Australia  

Respondent 

 

To:      The Registrar 

Federal Court of Australia 

VIC District Registry 

Owen Dixon Commonwealth Law Courts Building 

305 William Street 

Melbourne VIC 3000 

 

[Your full name], a class member in this class action, gives notice under section 33J of the 

Federal Court of Australia Act 1976, that [Your full name] is opting out of the class action. 

Date: [eg 19 June 20..] 

 

Your signature:  
 
Your full name:  
 
Date of birth:  
 
Email address:  
 
Phone number:  

 

Circle one: Group Member OR legal guardian for the Group Member OR NOT a Group 

Member 

 

 

 


