
 

 

 
FEDERAL COURT OF AUSTRALIA 

 
UNLAWFUL DETENTION OF PEOPLE SEEKING ASYLUM CLASS ACTION 

 
DBE17 (by his litigation guardian Marie Theresa Arthur) v the Commonwealth of 

Australia 
 

(VID1392 of 2019) 
 

ATTENTION:  

YOU SHOULD READ THIS NOTICE CAREFULLY.  

THIS NOTICE IS AN IMPORTANT UPDATE ABOUT A COURT CASE THAT WE INFORMED 
YOU ABOUT LAST YEAR. THAT CASE WAS STARTED FOR PEOPLE WHO WERE 
DETAINED IN IMMIGRATION DETENTION IN AUSTRALIA FOR MORE THAN TWO 
WORKING DAYS BETWEEN 27 AUGUST 2011 AND 25 FEBRUARY 2020. YOU RECEIVED 
THE NOTICE LAST YEAR BECAUSE YOU MAY BE ONE OF THOSE PEOPLE. YOU MAY 
HAVE RESPONDED TO US ABOUT THE CASE. EVEN IF YOU DID NOT, THIS NOTICE MAY 
AFFECT YOU.  

THE COURT HAS ORDERED THAT WE SEND YOU THIS NOTICE BECAUSE IT IS ABOUT 
A PROPOSED DISCONTINUANCE OF THE COURT CASE.  

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS NOTICE YOU SHOULD GET LEGAL ADVICE. 
YOU SHOULD NOT CONTACT THE COURT.  

If you do not read English, this Notice is available in other languages on the following website 
under “Unlawful detention of people seeking asylum class action”: 
https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-
people-seeking-asylum-class-action/. You can also request a copy of the Notice in the 
languages below by contacting Maurice Blackburn Lawyers on 1800 930 956 or email 
asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au 
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  - Arabicعربي

 

إذا كنت لا تقرأ الإنجليزية، فإن هذا الإشعار متاح بلغات أخرى على الموقع الإلكتروني التالي تحت عنوان "دعوى جماعية ضد 
 الاحتجاز غير القانوني لطالبي اللجوء":

-of-detention-actions/unlawful-class-actions/current-https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class
action/-class-lumasy-seeking-people 

على الرقم  Maurice Blackburn Lawyersيمكنك أيضًا طلب نسخة من الإشعار باللغات المذكورة أدناه عن طريق الاتصال بـ 
 action@mauriceblackburn.com.auasylumseekerclassأو إرسال بريد إلكتروني إلى  956 930 1800

 

Burmese - မြနြ်ာ 

 

သင ်အင်္ဂလပ်ိစာ ြဖတတ်တလ်ျှင ်အအာကပ်ါဝကဘ်ဆ်ိိုကရ် ိ “ခိိုလ ှုံခငွ အ်တာင််းခှုံအသာလြူ ာ်းအာ်း ြတရာ်း 

ထနိ််းသြိ််း အက ဥ််းခ မခင််းဆိိုငရ်ာ လထူိုလတူန််းစာ်းအလိိုက် တရာ်းစွွဲဆိိုြ ” ဟိုအဓိပပါယရ်အသာ “Unlawful 

detention of people seeking asylum class action” အခါင််းစဉ်အအာကတ်ငွ ်အမခာ်းဘာသာစာြ ာ်းမဖင  ်

ဤနိို  တစ်စာကိို ရရ ိနိိုငပ်ါသည-် https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-

actions/unlawful-detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/  သငသ်ည ်Maurice Blackburn 

Lawyers အရ ှေ့အနရှုံို ်းအာ်း ဖိုန််း 1800 930 956 မဖင  ်သိို  ြဟိုတ ်အ ်းအြ်းလ ်

asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au မဖင  ်ဆကသ်ယွမ်ခင််းအာ်းမဖင လ်ည််း 

သင ဘ်ာသာစာမဖင  ်နိို  တစ်စာ ြိတတ ူတစ်အစာငက်ိို အတာင််းဆိိုနိိုငပ်ါသည။် 

 

Dari/دری 
 

 گروهی"دعوی قضايی منحيث ذيل،ب سايت يبه زبان های ديگر در و علانيه، اين ازبان انگليسی را خوانده نمی توانيد اگر 

 :موجود می باشد" نموده اندپناهندگی درخواست که  اشخاصیغيرقانونی  توقيف

-actions/unlawful-class-actions/current-https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class

action/-class-asylum-seeking-people-of-detention  .مدافع شما می توانيد با تماس با دفتر وکلای Maurice 

Blackburn  به آدرس يا ارسال ايميل  956 930 1800 نمبربه

asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au   برايتان  اعلانيهاز اين  کوپیيک درخواست نمائيد تا

 .ارسال گردد

 

Hazaragi - هزارگی 
 

انگليسی خوانده نمی تنيد، ای مکتوب د زبانای ديگه د وبسايت زير د تيلون " کيس عمومی پناجويانی که به طور غير قانونی اگه 
class-actions/current-https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-توقيف شده بودن" موجود استه:

.action/-class-asylum-seeking-people-of-detention-actions/unlawful 

موريس بلک بورن د  شيمو همچنين می تنيد يک کپی ازی مکتوب ره د زبانای که د تيلو نوشته شده قد تماس گرفتو به دارالوکاله
درخواست  asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.auيا ايميل آدرس   956 930 1800شماره 

 کنيد.
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Persian - فارسی 

 .با دادگاه تماس بگيريد نبایدچنانچه درباره اين نامه سؤالی داريد بايد مشاوره حقوقی دريافت کنيد. 

ها بر روی وبسايت ای از آن به ساير زباناگر قادر به خواندن نامه به زبان انگليسی نيستيد، نسخه
-of-detention-actions/unlawful-class-actions/current-https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class

action/-class-asylum-seeking-people  « انپرونده شکايت گروهی بازداشت غير قانونی پناه جوي» 
 ”Unlawful detention of people seeking asylum class action“ همچنين می توانيد در  .قابل دسترسی می باشد

يا از طريق ايميل   956 930 1800با شماره تلفن   Maurice Blackburn Lawyersتماس با 
asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au ای از اين نامه برای شما ارسال درخواست کنيد نسخه

 .شود
 

 

Tamil – தமிழ் 

 

நீங்கள் ஆங்கிலம் படிக்கவில்லல என்றால், பின்வரும் இலையதளத்தில் இந்த 

இலைப்பின் கீழ் பிற மமாழிகளில் இந்த அறிவிப்பு கிலைக்கும்: “Unlawful detention 

of people seeking asylum class action”: 
https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-

people-seeking-asylum-class-action/. கீழழ உள்ள எந்த மமாழியிலும் இந்த 

அறிவிப்பின் நகலலப் மபறுவதற்கு, நீங்கள் மாரிஸ் பிளாக்பரன்் 

வழக்கறிஞரக்லள அலழக்கலாம்: 

ழபான்: 1800 930 956 அல்லது, 

ஈமமயில்: asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au 

 

 
 Urdu – اردو
 

ہے دستياب ميں زبانوں دوسری تحت کے عنوان اس پر سائيٹ ويب ذيل مندرجہ نوٹس يہ تو سکتے پڑه نہيں انگلش آپ اگر : 
“Unlawful detention of people seeking asylum class action”: 
https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/classactions/current-class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-
people-seeking-asylum-class-action/ Maurice Blackburn پر 
asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au آپ فون نمبر 956 930 0180 پر يا ای ميل  
Lawyers ہيں۔ سکتے کر بهی درخواست کی لينے کاپی ايک کی نوٹس اس ميں زبان اپنی کے کر رابطہ سے  
 
 

 
 
Vietnamese – Tiếng Việt 
 

Nếu quý vị không đọc được tiếng Anh, Thông Báo này có sẵn bằng các ngôn ngữ khác trên 
trang mạng dưới tiêu đề “Vụ kiện tập thể về việc giam giữ trái pháp luật những người tầm trú”: 
https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-
people-seeking-asylum-class-action/. Quý vị cũng có thể yêu cầu một bản sao của Thông Báo 
bằng các ngôn ngữ bên dưới bằng cách liên lạc với hãng luật Maurice Blackburn Lawyers qua 
số 1800 930 956 hoặc gửi email tới asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au  
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1. Why am I getting this?  

This notice is an important update about a court case we informed you about last year that was 
started by a person known as “DBE17”. For legal reasons we cannot use his real name. He is 
under the age of 18, so this case was started for him by his litigation guardian Marie Theresa 
Arthur.  

The case is in the Federal Court of Australia. It is against the Commonwealth of Australia (the 
“Australian Government”).  

The case is a “class action”.  DBE17 claims that he and other people (“group members”) who 
were in immigration detention in Australia between 27 August 2011 and 25 February 2020 were 
unlawfully detained by the Australian Government. You are getting this notice because you may 
have been in immigration detention in Australia between 27 August 2011 and 25 February 
2020. You may therefore be a group member in the class action that DBE17 started. 

A ‘Notice to potential group members’ about this court case was sent last year and some 
recipients have contacted Maurice Blackburn about the case. Even if you did not, this Notice 
might affect you and your legal rights. The purpose of this Notice is to provide an update on the 
case and to let possible group members know that, because of a change in the law, DBE17 
proposes to no longer run the case. 

On 23 June 2021, the High Court of Australia decided a different case called Commonwealth of 
Australia v AJL20 [2021] HCA 21.  The High Court is the highest Court in Australia and all other 
Courts must follow its decisions about the law.  Although the ALJ20 case is not exactly the 
same as this one, it deals with some legal issues that are critical to the success of claims made 
on your behalf in this class action. The High Court’s reasoning and decision on those legal 
issues have affected the chances of this class action succeeding.  After considering what the 
High Court decided, the lawyers for DBE17 have concluded that it is in DBE17’s interests that 
the class action not continue.  This is called “discontinuance”.   

Normally, when someone discontinues a case, they must pay the other side’s legal costs.  An 
agreement has been reached with the Australian Government under which, if the 
discontinuance is approved, it will not seek legal costs against DBE17. 

A discontinuance of a class action must be approved by the Court. DBE17 will ask the Court to 
approve his proposed discontinuance. If it is approved, it means the class action finishes, and 
no group member will receive any compensation from it. There will not be any legal costs which 
you will have to pay. 

If it was possible for you to bring your own claim against the Australian Government for unlawful 
detention, and any time limit for bringing that claim was suspended while the class action was 
pending, that time limit will recommence to run if the Court approves the discontinuance of the 
class action. 

If you think you may wish to bring your own claim against the Australian Government, 
you should obtain independent legal advice immediately.   

2. What do I need to do? 

There is nothing you need to do if you do not oppose the discontinuance.  

If you wish to ask the Court not to approve the discontinuance, you must, by 9 November 
2021:  

a. send a written notice to Maurice Blackburn, addressed to the Asylum Seeker Class 
Action Team, at Level 21, 380 La Trobe Street, Melbourne VIC 3000 or 



 

 

asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au that you wish to oppose the 
settlement and providing reasons why; and  

b. file with the Court written submissions stating that you wish to oppose the 
discontinuance and providing reasons why and any evidence upon which you may wish 
to rely in support of your objection; and  

c. attend (or send a representative to) the hearing on 30 November 2021 when the Federal 
Court will consider whether to approve the settlement and you or your representative 
may make oral submissions in support of your objection. Depending on the Directions 
issued by the Victorian Chief Health Officer relating to relevant pandemic restrictions, 
the hearing will take place either at:  

Victoria Registry  
Federal Court of Australia  
Owen Dixon Commonwealth Law Courts Building  
305 William Street  
Melbourne VIC 3000  
 
or  
 
Online via a Microsoft Teams videoconference. 
 

You or your representative will need to be in a position on 30 November 2021 to explain to the 
Court why you consider that the discontinuance should not be approved. You should also be in 
a position to inform the Court whether you are willing to become a ‘representative applicant’ and 
take over the conduct of the class action.  

If you think you might wish to oppose the proposed discontinuance of the class action, 
you should obtain independent legal advice immediately. 

3. Where can you obtain copies of relevant documents?  

Copies of relevant documents, including the statement of claim, and the defence, may be 
obtained by:  

a. downloading them from https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-
class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/;  

b. inspecting them between 9am and 5pm at one of the offices of Maurice Blackburn 
Lawyers, if permitted by the relevant location’s pandemic restrictions, contact details for 
which are available from www.mauriceblackburn.com.au or by calling 1800 930 956;  

c. by contacting a District Registry of the Federal Court (contact details are available 
www.fedcourt.gov.au) and paying the appropriate inspection fee; or  

d. inspecting them on the Federal Court website at https://www.fedcourt.gov.au/law-and-
practice/class-actions/class-actions.  

Please consider the above matters carefully. If there is anything of which you are unsure, you 
should contact Maurice Blackburn Lawyers on 1800 930 956 or email 
asylumseekerclassaction@mauriceblackburn.com.au or seek your own legal advice. You 
should not delay in making your decision. 
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