


    






    




    



    


    
    
        
            



    
    


    




    

    
    
    
    
        
            
            

    
    
        
            



    
    
    An important notice has been issued in the AAI & MTA car dealer add-on insurance class action. 

 See the notice and find more information here to register. 
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If you've been exposed to asbestos at work or at home, and diagnosed with an asbestos-related disease like mesothilioma or asbestosis, you may be able to make a claim for compensation. 

Our team of specialist asbestos lawyers are here to help you understand your legal options and to achieve the best possible outcome for you. We've successfully represented hundreds of patients and their families in complex and sensitive cases. Our lawyers can help you understand your eligibility and the processes involved when making an asbestos compensation claim. Send us a message or call us on 1800 305 568.


    





    




    
    
        
            



    
    

    
    
        
            



    
    


    




    

    
    
        
            



    
    

    
    
        
            



    
    
    We can't show certain information in Queensland due to local regulations.

For QLD-specific information, please select QLD from the drop down menu at the top of the page.





    



    



        

    


    




    
    
        
            



    
    
    



        

    


    



    



        

    


    








    



    What are asbestos diseases?

Asbestos is a natural mineral fibre which was widely used in building products and heat-resistant fabrics in Australia until 1985. It was used in almost every house built in Australia after the Second World War and was very commonly used to line bathrooms and kitchens, as well as for eaves or as cladding. 

Asbestos-related diseases, such as asbestosis or lung cancer, can develop from exposure to asbestos dust and fibres. It can take decades for people to develop symptoms of asbestos diseases, so it tends to lead to very serious illness later in life. 

Our team of dedicated asbestos lawyers can help people suffering from asbestos-related diseases make a claim for compensation.  

Who can make an asbestos compensation claim?

If you've been diagnosed with an asbestos-related disease, you may be eligible to make a claim for compensation. This compensation can help relieve the financial burden and help with expenses for medical treatment and therapies.

Sufferers of asbestos diseases are often exposed during the course of their work, such as:

	Builders
	Carpenters
	Plumbers
	Electricians
	Sheet metal workers
	Mechanics
	Dock workers


	Asbestos insulation workers
	Firefighters


The asbestos claim you can make will differ between states and time periods of exposure. Your local asbestos lawyer can help you understand what options are available to you. 

If you live in New Zealand and were exposed to asbestos in Australia, you may also be able to make a claim. Speak to one of our expert asbestos lawyers today. 

Can I make a compensation claim if I have been exposed to asbestos at home?

While many people have historically experienced asbestos exposure at work, it is also possible to be exposed to asbestos dust in the course of domestic renovations, from the building of their own home or in another setting like a school or their office. 

Even if you do not know when or where you were exposed to asbestos, your dedicated asbestos lawyer will work with you to gather information and then conduct independent research and investigations to advise about an asbestos compensation claim. 

How can Maurice Blackburn help with my asbestos compensation claim?

Our asbestos lawyers have helped thousands of people with successful asbestos claims. We also work with asbestos disease sufferers and their families to minimise their inconvenience and stress, and offer a simple and thorough approach. We will visit you in hospital or at home, without charge or obligation, to discuss your entitlements and the claims process.

We're long time advocates for people living with asbestos related diseases and partner with associated organisations and can refer you for additional support services. 

Speak with one of our asbestos lawyers and find out how we can help you with your claim and ensure you get the compensation you're entitled to. 

 





    





    
    
        
            
                What are some common types of asbestos diseases?
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    What's asbestosis disease?

Asbestosis is a progressive and irreversible condition that restricts breathing caused by inhaled asbestos fibres scarring and eventually hardening the lungs.

What are the symptoms of asbestosis?

Symptoms of asbestosis can include a shortness of breath (dyspnoea), coughing, chest tightness and chest pain. Doctors can test for asbestosis by conducting a respiratory/lung function test and radiological investigations including chest X-rays and CT scans. Because asbestosis can be a progressive condition, symptoms will often get worse and the need for treatment can increase with age.

Who's most likely to suffer from asbestosis?

Asbestosis is caused by exposure to and inhalation of asbestos fibres. Sufferers of asbestosis have a significant history of asbestos exposure, however they may not be diagnosed until decades after their exposure to asbestos. Exposure can occur in people who worked with or in the vicinity of products containing asbestos over a prolonged period or for shorter but more intense periods. It's possible to suffer from other asbestos-related conditions at the same time as asbestosis, such as asbestos-related pleural thickening or pleural plaques.
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    What is asbestos related pleural disease?

Asbestos related pleural disease refers to the other benign changes and damage that can be caused in the lung due to asbestos exposure. The damage can cause a rind of thickening to occur in the lining of the lung or extensive calcification can cause lung restriction resulting in breathlessness. Asbestos damage can also cause the lung to generate fluid called an ‘effusion’. 

Asbestos-related pleural disease can significantly impair a person’s lung function and cause pain and discomfort. Depending on the damage, the condition can progress over time. 

Asbestos-related pleural disease is different from ‘pleural plaques’. Pleural plaques are a marker that you have been exposed to asbestos, but do not usually cause any symptoms.  
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    What's mesothelioma?

Mesothelioma is a rare type of cancer which develops in the mesothelium, the protective membrane which covers most of the body's internal organs. Mesothelioma is caused by exposure to asbestos dust. It’s thought that when asbestos fibres are inhaled or ingested, they pierce the mesothelial lining, causing cells to react abnormally, and usually result in scarring or inflammation.

What are the symptoms of mesothelioma?

Symptoms usually appear around 30 to 40 years after first exposure. Sometimes it’s as long as 60 years, but usually not less than 15 years.

Mesothelioma often isn't diagnosed until the later stages of the disease. It's important that symptoms are identified and treated as soon as possible to improve quality of life. Symptoms differ depending on the type of mesothelioma. Early warning signs can include a cough, shortness of breath and shoulder or abdominal pain.

Types of mesothelioma cancer

There are four types of asbestos mesothelioma:

	pleural - involving the lungs
	peritoneal - involving the stomach and abdomen
	pericardial - involving the heart
	testicular


Pleural mesothelioma and peritoneal mesothelioma are the most common types, comprising approximately 90% of all cases.
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    What's asbestos lung cancer?

Asbestos cancers are caused by breathing in or swallowing toxic asbestos in the form of either dust or fibres. The toxic fibres enter the body and lodge in healthy cells, eventually causing DNA changes and damage that lead to cancer.

What are the symptoms of asbestos lung cancer?

Like mesothelioma, symptoms can take decades to develop. Symptoms can include shortness of breath, chest pain and coughing up blood.

Types of asbestos lung cancer

There are many forms of lung cancer, and many of these can be related to working with asbestos. Asbestos lung cancers include:

	adenocarcinoma
	non-small cell lung cancer
	squamous cell lung cancer
	small cell lung cancer






    



    



            

        

    


                
            

        

    




    



    Register your asbestos exposure



We have created the free National Asbestos, Silica, Chemicals, Fumes and Dusts Register to provide a convenient way to document any asbestos exposure, in case you develop an asbestos-related disease later in life. 

Recording the details of your asbestos exposure, regardless of how recent or long ago it was, can help any future asbetos claims for compensation you may need to make. It's free to register, and obligation-free as well.
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        Speak to a dust disease lawyer
    


        
    Our team of experienced dust disease lawyers are here to help you understand your legal options and to ensure you get the compensation you're entitled to.
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        No win, no fee* asbestos claims 
    


        
    Our 'no win, no fee*' policy means that if we don't win, you don't have to pay our legal fees. 
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                "I can’t recommend Maurice Blackburn Lawyers enough. They’ve changed my life tremendously because they take out all the stress and strain for you."
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            [Tom]

My name is Tom Hugo.

Over my working career, I worked for about 20 different plumbing firms.

I loved plumbing because every day was a different day. There were other trades there, everyone helped one another. It really was a joy to go to work.

Throughout my whole working career, I had dealings with asbestos. It was sometimes an everyday occurrence. I never knew there was a problem with it.

Wasn’t until after I had retired that I found out that I had problems with it.

After being diagnosed with mesothelioma, I was advised to contact a solicitor.

That’s how I ended up contacting Maurice Blackburn.

[Liam]

I’m Liam Kelly, I’m a solicitor in the dust diseases team at Maurice Blackburn.

Tom’s call came through the call centre, we spoke and within 48 hours I had travelled down to Tom’s home in Victor Harbor.

Tom was diagnosed with pleural mesothelioma, a type of cancer that is caused by exposure to asbestos… that can come on later in life – 20 to 50 years later.

We see people come through our doors of all different ages and all different backgrounds, it has devastating impacts on peoples’ family lives… it should never have happened, it was not something that was unknown.

[Tom]

When I was diagnosed, it really changed my life and our lifestyle here. With Margaret, my partner. It put a stop to my playing bowls, it put a stop to our travelling. We used to caravan for six months every year and stay at home for six months, we’ve been doing it for 22 years. And I just can’t do that anymore.

[Liam]

Acting for Tom wasn’t just any matter for me, it was a really personal and involved case that I really took to heart and took on. What I wanted to do was to get things moving pretty much straight away and get him the resolution that he needed as soon as possible.

I want to let him and Margaret get on with their lives and enjoy the time they have together.

[Tom]

The experience with Liam was just outstanding because he goes the extra yard all the time. Personally, with Liam, we have got to the stage where I look on him as another son. He’s just a fantastic young gentleman to deal with.

[Liam]

I became a lawyer to help people like Tom. I like to know people on a personal level. I want to hear their stories and try to use my experience in dust diseases litigation to do what I can to help somebody. Being a plaintiff only firm, I think Maurice Blackburn upholds the values that I hold true.

[Tom]

I can’t recommend Maurice Blackburn Lawyers enough. They’ve changed my life tremendously because they take out all the stress and strain for you.
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        Latest articles

        Read more about diseases caused or made worse by workplace exposure.
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    We're here to help when you need us most.

Call us on 1800 991 692, or leave us a message below to request a call back and one of our team will be in touch as soon as we can. 
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    We have lawyers who specialise in a range of legal claims who travel to Australian Capital Territory. If you need a lawyer in Canberra or elsewhere in Australian Capital Territory, please call us on 1800 675 346.
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                            Maurice Blackburn acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands on which we work and live across Australia, and recognise their continuing connection to the land and community. We pay respect to Elders past and present.
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